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I hope the national media is 
happy that they have in effect ruined 
a young man’s life. Damon Benning 
had only been charged with a crime 
— not convicted, Yet the media 
jumped all over the story for him 
allegedly assaulting a former girl- 
friend. I don’t care if they use the 
word “alleged” when talking about 
a person, it still leaves the feeling of 
guilt in most people’s opinions. 

You have to applaud Tom 
Osborne for not jumping to conclu- 
sions and suspending Benning, as 
many wanted him to do. As it hap- 
pens, the charges against him were 
dropped. We've gotten to the point 
in today’s society that the old adage 
of “Innocent until proven guilty,” 
isn’t worth the paper it was original- 
ly written on. 

I would just like to congratulate 
Huskers Illustrated on not sensa- 
tionalizing these stories like other 
“publications.” 

Paul Sanders 
Lincoln, Neb. 


[ve got two words for all of 
those who say Nebraska just runs up 
the score for the sake of the polls — 
Stop crying. Give me a break. Why 
should Nebraska be penalized 
because it scores 77 against Arizona 
State and 64 at Oklahoma State? If 
the Huskers are up by say, 30 points, 
should Tom Osborne start sticking 
defensive linemen on the offensive 
side and let kickers run the ball? 
That's not football. 

I think teams that leave first 
stringers in until the final seconds of 
blowouts are wrong. But if you 
empty the bench and still score, it’s 
not the offense’s fault. Line up and 
stop them. Nebraska, I believe, plays 
within the boundaries of good 
sportsmanship. Why take that repu- 
tation away from a classy team like 
the Huskers and lump them with 
teams that play to embarrass. 

Ray Thomas 
Omaha, Neb. 
eee 

Please send your comments and ques- 
tions to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, 
Neb. 68501. 
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Where Did Everyone Go? 


The crowd at the press conference that exonerated Damon Benning was 
considerably smaller than the one that swarmed when players’ legal 
problems became headlines 


amon Benning met the 
press during coach 
Tom Osborne's weekly 
news conference on 
the Tuesday before the 
Pacific game. Many of 
those who had been 
quick to report his 
arrest on charges of misdemeanor 
assault of a former girlfriend had left 
Lincoln or moved on to other mat- 
ters. 

The damage had been done. 
Benning’s father, Don, an assistant 
superintendent in the Omaha 
School District, released a state- 
ment through the Nebraska 
sports information office: “We 
are outraged by the chain of 
events in which a fine young 
man’s character and reputation 
have been damaged, and far 
beyond the borders of his home 
state and his community.” 


Lincoln police following an inci- 


dent involving the former girl- 
friend. But barely a week later, 
Lancaster County Attorney Gary 
Lacey announced that no criminal 


said: “After a careful review of the | 


evidence presented in the case, I 
have concluded there are insufficient 
grounds to believe that a crime was 
committed by Mr. Benning.” 

The “Mr. Benning” was ironic. 
The junior from Omaha hadn’‘t 
received much respect from anyone 
during the previous week. That's 
what happens when publicity out- 
runs the facts. If you met him, you 
would be proud to call Benning your 
son. But the manner in which he was 
portrayed as a result of his arrest 
obscured that. 

Benning might have been bitter. 
He had a right to be. But there was 
no bitterness in his voice as he spoke 
to reporters at the news conference. 

“It seemed like it took a long 
time, but I knew the truth would 
come out,” he said. “We weathered 
the storm. I’m just glad it’s over, 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


Now I can concentrate on what I 
love to do, and that's play football.” 

Osborne, whose decision to not 
take disciplinary action against 
Benning until the matter was 
resolved had been questioned, also 
was vindicated in the matter. “I told 
you a week ago what the deal was. I 
had no doubt this would happen,” 
he said. 

“I’m pleased for Damon. You can 
imagine how it would be to have a 
child and to have his name 
splashed all 


The assault charges against 
I-back Damon Benning were 
dropped, but can the 
damage done to his integrity by 
those quick to judge be fixed? 


over the country,” Osborne said. 
“The legal system takes time. But 
once somebody is charged, it’s 
nationwide immediately. That 
makes it difficult.” 

And, as Benning’s situation illus- 
trates, misleading and unfair, The 
first impression often is what sticks. 

With that in mind, here was the 
status in late September of three 
other highly publicized cases involv- 
ing Cornhusker football players. 

Lawrence Phillips entered a no 
contest plea on misdemeanor 


charges of assault and trespassing 
following an incident involving a 
former girlfriend. A destruction of 
property charge was dropped after 
Phillips agreed to pay restitution. 
Phillips made a formal apology to 
the victim and is undergoing coun- 
seling. He is scheduled to be sen- 
tenced in early December. 

Osborne, who suspended Phillips 
indefinitely, said in a “best-case” 
scenario, Phillips could return to the 
team as early as mid-October. “He 
will undergo some very extensive 
work here in the next few weeks, 
and I would not allow him to return 
unless the medical people really felt 
some significant changes had taken 
place,” Osborne said during a Big 
Eight Conference coaches’ telecon- 
ference. 

Riley Washington has been 


\ charged with attempted second- 


degree murder and felony use of a 
weapon following an incident in 
early August. Osborne was allow- 
ing Washington to practice, and 
let the junior wingback from 
Chula Vista, Calif., start playing 
*\ beginning with the Pacific game. 

Osborne has said Washington 
should get the benefit of the 
4 doubt until his guilt or inno- 
cence is determined in court. 
That won’t happen until after 
the season. Like Benning, 
Washington very well could be 

ound innocent, according to 
Osborne, in which case he will have 
suffered irreparable wrong. 

James Sims was set for a trial date 
in Lancaster County Court in early 
November for disturbing the peace 
following a July incident involving a 
former girlfriend. Sims, a walk-on I- 
back, had been scheduled to appear 
in court in September, but the for- 
mer girlfriend did not appear. 

The incident occurred in July, but 
didn’t become an issue immediately. 
“If your name is Joe Brown or James 
Sims, they may not pick it up real 
quick,” Osborne said. “Once you go 
80 yards against Michigan State (as 
Sims did), the odds are better that it 
will be picked up.” 
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Nebraska and Oklahoma will 
take their rivalry into the Big 12 
Conference — for two years any- 
way. 
The Big 12, which is set to begin 
play in the fall of 1996, recently 
announced its league football 
schedules for the 1996 and 1997 sea- 
sons. The Huskers and Sooners are 
slated to meet in Norman on Nov. 2 
in 1996 and on Nov. 1 in Lincoln the 
following year. 

After that, the series, which has 
been played every year since 1928, 
will take a two-year hiatus before 
resuming again in the year 2000. 


1996 NEBRASKA SCHEDULE 


Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 2 


Michigan State 
@ Arizona State 
Colorado State 
@ Kansas State 
Baylor 

@ Texas Tech 
Kansas 

@ Oklahoma 
Nov. 9 Missouri 

Nov. 16 @ lowa State 
Nov. 28/29 Colorado 


Note: On the 1997 conference sched- 
ule, the home teams will be reversed. 


Teams will face the same opponents in 
the same order as 1996 


The reason the two superpowers 
of the Big Eight won’t play every 
year is that the Big 12 (made up of 
the Big Eight and four schools from 
the Southwest Conference — Texas 
A & M, Texas, Texas Tech and 
Baylor) is divided into two divi- 
sions. Nebraska is in the north, 
Oklahoma the south. 

The new conference’s schedule is 
designed so a team from the north- 
ern division will play just three 
teams from the south each season. 
For instance, Nebraska will play 
Baylor, Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
in 1996 and ‘97, and Texas, Texas 
A&M and Baylor during the next 
two years. 

Sound confusing? It could get 
even more complicated. Nebraska 
may end up playing a team from 
the north twice in one season when 
the Big 12 announces a champi- 
onship game between divisional 
winners. 
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Tom Osborne can coach football. But Pavarotti he is not. 
Osborne was among nine current and former college coaches featured on 
plastic collectors’ drinking cups distributed by 
Burger King during a “College Legends” pro- 
motion co-sponsored by Sports Illustrated. 
A television advertisement for the cups 
included Osborne singing from “There Is No 
Place Like Nebraska.” 
Osborne went to Dallas in July to film the 
commercial, which aired on national television 
in September. 


PAVAROTTI 
SBORNE 


The commercial’s producers “told me 
when I went down there it was going to be a 
deal out on the field where Joe Paterno or 
Lou Holtz and I were going to look at some 
cups and_ talk about what was on the cups,” 
Osborne said. “I said: ‘I can do that.’ When I got 
down there, they said: ‘Now, do you know your fight song?’ I 
said: ‘Not very well.’ They had it on cue cards so they were ready for me. I 
felt a little bit ambushed.” 

The other coaches pictured on the cups were Holtz of Notre Dame, 
Paterno of Penn State, former Michigan coach Bo Schembechler, John 
Robinson of USC, Eddie Robinson of Grambling State, Bobby Bowden of 
Florida State and former Oklahoma coach Barry Switzer. 

“I can sing better than Joe Paterno,” Osborne said. 

There was no way to judge that. Paterno sang — actually, yelled is a better 
description — one phrase of the Penn State fight song. 

The phrase was “hail alma mater,” and it was none too melodious. 

Osborne gets an A for effort, even though he missed a few notes. “I sang 
the whole thing, but they only used five seconds,” he said. “The best parts 
they left out.” 

Cornhusker fans can only hope that was true. In any case, Osborne gave it 
the old college try, which was more than Brigham Young's Jim McMahon 
did. “I never really learned my school fight song,” McMahon said from 
behind sunglasses, effectively copping out. 

Bo Jackson shouted from what presumably was the Auburn fight song. At 
least he tried. McMahon and Jackson were included on other cups. There 
were five in all. 

Former Cornhusker wingback Irving Fryar was included on a cup featur- 
ing wide receivers. Hf 


WANTED: 


Non-Pacific 
Team To Fill 
1997 Schedule 


Speaking of scheduling, Nebraska 
is still trying to fill a non-conference 
game in the 1997 and 1998 seasons 
because of the forming of the Big 12. 

The Huskers were supposed to 
play Texas A&M in a home-and- 
home series those season but had to 
cancel it because the Aggies will 
jump from the Southwest 
Conference to the Big 12 next fall. 

Athletic director Bill Byrne said 
Nebraska is trying to get Pacific 10 
member Washington on the sched- 
ule for those two seasons, but so far 
an agreement hasn’t been reached. 

Nebraska last played the Huskies 
in a two-game series during the 1991 
and 1992 campaigns. Both games 
marred the Huskers’ seasons as they 
lost 36-21 and 29-14 in the two years. 

This is not an uncommon occur- 
rence. Pacific, which the Huskers 
beat 49-7, was a Jast-minute replace- 
ment for Utah State, which backed 
out of a two-year agreement. Hl 


f. After the 1947 season, Nebraska broke a coach’s contract for the first 
time, and a group of NU supporters bought up the remainder. Who was 


HAGE: 
oe VRIDEL 


Nebraska play its 1,000th football game? 


+ Which Husker quarter- 
back threw the most inter- 
z... in his career? 


> How many times since 
1978 has Nebraska failed to 
produce a 1,000 yard rusher? 


* Which Omaha high 
school did Husker great 
Johnny Rodgers attend? 


Marsares to ligt Wee's qnestions (ape. 39 dosne) 

1; Head trainer George Sullivan capped a very successful 42-year career in the national 
championship game. 2: Osborne is also an assistant athletic director. 3: Gerry Gdowski 
gained 925 yards in 1989 to shatter the old record of most rushing yards by a quarterback 
in one season. 4; Broderick Thomas, Nebraska’s All-American outside linebacker during 
the late 1980s, wasn’t shy about promoting this name. Most of the time Thomas and his 
teammates could back up the challenge of calling Memorial Stadium “Our House,” 5: 
Nebraska wishes it could play all of its televised games on ESPN. The Huskers have a 
record of 20-3-1 through the season opener at Oklahoma State. 


SHH ERSEO HSH EEOTOEEEHHEOHREEET OEE EESHOEESEESESESSOEESEHHHES ORE SHE SORES EEE 


One request we always get is for a Nebraska trivia section to be added to Huskers Illustrated. Well, the wait is 
over. Starting with this issue, each week we'll provide five questions from Lowell Greunke’s trivia book 
“Husker Trivia.” You'll have a week to mull over the answer before we print the answers. If you'd like a copy 
of “Husker Trivia,” send a check for $13.95 to: Husker Trivia, P.O. Box 44142, Omaha, NE, 68144 


Auto, Home, Business, 


Health, and Life. 
If Only We Could Insure A 


Repeat National Championship. 


American Family Insurance Agents throughout Nebraska 
salute the Cornhuskers and their dedication to excellence. 


Call the agent nearest you for all of your insurance needs. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 


AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE 


American Family Insurance Group, Home Office — Madison, Wisconsin 53783 
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ebraska wingback 
Clester Johnson diag- 
noses himself as having 
a case of “senioritis.” 

It is an affliction 
known to hit fifth-year 
senior football players. 
When it strikes, players feel like 
practicing only one or two times per 
week. Practices become particularly 
boring. Practices are no longer like 
they were earlier in the stricken 
players’ careers, when they were still 
learning. 

“Sometimes I catch myself going 
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through the motions during prac- 
tice,” Johnson said. “But I usually 
make up for that because I know 
what I’m doing. When it’s time to 
make a play in practice, I’m there to 
get the job done.” 

Johnson says he often discusses 
senioritis with Husker tight end 
Mark Gilman, a fellow fifth-year 
senior. 

“It’s like we're the oldest guys on 
campus,” Johnson said. “It seems 
like we’ve had a million practices. 
Practices seem really long to us. We 
know what to do — it’s just a lot of 


repetition. I like it, but one or two 
practices are enough during the 
week.” 

While he might grouse good- 
naturedly about football practice, 
you have to figure he works reason- 
ably hard. Otherwise, he wouldn’t 
have been able to rise to No. 1 on the 
depth chart at his position. 

It hasn’t been an easy climb for 
Johnson, a 5-foot-11, 210-pounder. 

He came to Lincoln as a quarter- 
back recruit, but switched to defen- 
sive back near the end of his first 
year, which he sat out as a redshirt. 


Bob Berry 


by STEVE SIPPLE 


After overcoming long 
odds to excel as a 
Husker receiver, 
Clester Johnson 
Knows there’s more to 
life than football 


He had moved to wingback by the 
time fall practices started during his 
second season at Nebraska, in which 
he played sparingly and failed to 
catch a pass. He was a backup his 
sophomore and junior seasons, 
catching a total of 12 passes. 

“When I got on defense, I missed 
offense ... if I have the ball, I can 
make something happen,” said 
Johnson, whose move to receiver 
was welcomed by Nebraska 
receivers coach Ron Brown. “Clester 
was like a doorstep baby,” Brown 
said. “I’m glad he landed on my 
doorstep.” 

Many who grew up in Johnson’s 
situation might have crash landed. 
His mother died when he was about 
5, and he went to Memphis, Tenn., 
to live with his grandmother. He 


moved to Bellevue, near Omaha, 
before his freshman year of high 
school to live with an aunt and 
uncle. 

After moving to Bellevue and 
attending Bellevue West High 
School, Johnson was convinced he 
had more opportunity to excel ath- 
letically than he did in Memphis. 
The move also would give him the 
chance to play football with his 
cousin, Tojo Biggs. 

When his uncle, a member of the 
Air Force, was transferred before 
Johnson’s senior year, Johnson and 
his 22-year-old brother Sylvo rented 
a two-bedroom apartment in 
Bellevue. 

“When I look back, I was pretty 
responsible for being just a senior in 
high school,” Johnson said. “I could 


have really taken advantage of the 
situation by not going to school and 
stuff. But I wanted to go to college so 
bad that I didn’t want to mess up. 
My brother didn’t even make me go 
to school. I just decided that every 
day I would get up and do it. 

“Now don’t get me wrong, I had 
parties and stuff like that. But I pret- 
ty much took care of business,” he 
said. 

Johnson also has maintained 
order in college. He will graduate in 
December with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology and is considering 
attending law school. 

Brown said that the inquisitive 
and thoughtful Johnson’s interests 
go beyond football. “We've had a lot 
of discussions about a lot of non- 
football things,” Brown said. 
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Johnson showed that he is affect- 
ed by issues off the field last season 
when he wore a thought-provoking 
T-shirt to a Nebraska football press 
conference. The front of the shirt 
said: “If I knew who invented crack 
cocaine, I would kill the bastard 
myself.” On the back, it read: “If you 
understood the magnitude of 
destruction caused by crack cocaine 
in the black community, you would 
kill the bastard too.” 

“Clester is very serious about 
life,” Brown said. “But he also has a 
gentleness about him. I just love the 
kid. He’s loyal, he shows up all the 
time ready to step up and get the job 
done. He’s just the kind of guy you 
want to be around you.” 

Johnson is hoping there are some 
NEL teams that want him around. 
With his talent, size and speed (1.58 
seconds in the 10-yard dash and 4.62 
in the 40), he might have a shot to 
play at the next level. 

“IT see myself as a Ronnie 
Harmon-type,” said Johnson, refer- 
ring to the San Diego Chargers’ 10- 
year veteran running back out of 
Iowa. “You know, an H-back, a 
third-down type of guy. They can 
throw me the ball on a short pass, 
and I'll take it and get the first down. 
I can do it.” 

Johnson said he would like to 
show more of his offensive capabili- 
ties before his senior season ends. In 
this season’s 77-28 rout of Arizona 
State, Johnson matched the number 
of catches he had all last season, 
recording career highs with four 
receptions for 129 yards. In 1993, he 
had eight catches for 96 yards. 

“The past couple years I under- 
stood Abdul (Muhammad) was in 
front of me, and Abdul was a great 
receiver,” Johnson said. “But I just 
feel like sometimes my talent is 
going to waste.” 

Johnson said he was frustrated 
after making only one catch during 
Nebraska’s first two games. Against 
Oklahoma State, he said he was 
open a couple times but split end 
Reggie Baul was even more open 
farther downfield. 

Then, against Michigan State, 
Johnson said he was open about four 
times but simply wasn’t seen by the 
quarterback. 

“I was a quarterback in high 
school, and I remember a couple 
times when I missed receivers,” said 


Through four games, Clester 
Johnson had caught nearly as 
many passes (7) as he did in his 
previous three years (12). 


12 OCTOBER 14, 1995 


Johnson, who threw for 3,757 yards 
in three years at Bellevue West. “I'd 
look at the film, and it was like, 
‘Man, he was wide open.’ 

“Tl know there’s a lot of things 
running through a quarterback’s 
head. I try not to make a big deal out 
of it because I don’t want to sound 
selfish. But if there’s a play open, 
somebody needs to know about it.” 

Johnson surely isn’t the first 
Nebraska receiver to wish he could 
catch more passes. In the Huskers’ 
run-oriented offense, receivers’ 
blocking prowess is at least as 
important as their receiving ability. 

“People in the crowd see the guys 
with the ball. They don’t really get to 
see how the play develops,” Johnson 
said. “When the offense is making 
those 60- and 70-yard runs, people 
don’t see the receivers knocking 
down the safeties.” 

When the ball isn’t thrown 
Johnson’s direction, he takes out his 
frustrations on defenders. 
“Sometimes it’s like, ‘Hey, I’m going 
to go out there and be a wrecking 
ball.” 

Brown said the media could help 
make his job easier by giving 
receivers more credit for their block- 
ing. 


“It’s all about recognition,” 
Brown said. “It’s human nature. 
Wide receivers don’t get a lot of 
recognition for their blocking, other 
than by people in the coaching pro- 
fession.” 

Brown praised Johnson’s block- 
ing, saying “Clester is a very power- 
ful kid. He and (back-up wingback) 
Jon Vedral are two tenacious, strong 
kids.” 

In other words, Johnson has 
ascended from the “peon” status he 
held as an adolescent in Memphis. 

If his boyhood friends back in 
Memphis have any lingering doubts 
about Johnson’s development, they 
need only check the numbers 
Johnson produced against Arizona 
State. One of his four catches was a 
28-yard touchdown, and another 
went for 61 yards. 

“In my neighborhood in 
Memphis, I remember being one of 
the peon-type guys,” he said. “I 
mean, there were guys I looked up 
to who were the same age as me 
who were great in football. These 
guys were awesome, and I thought, 
‘I want to be like them.” 

There are certainly some young- 
sters in Nebraska thinking the same 
thing about Johnson. 
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Rugged Rushing Attack 
Headed For Lincoln 


hen it comes to the 
running game, 
Missouri is no 
Nebraska. Not by a 
long shot. 

Even so, Missouri 
coach Larry Smith has 
a running back who can make good 
things happen. 

That’s exactly what happened 
when the Tigers held off pesky 
Northeast Louisiana 31-22 in their 
last non-conference 
game of the season. 
Smith kept sending in 
plays that gave the ball 
to Brock Olivo, who 
helped seal the victory. 

Olivo carried the ball 
38 times and gained 222 
yards, the third-best total 
in school history. He also 
scored three first-half 
touchdowns — on runs of 
16, 3 and 1 yards — and 
helped Missouri run out the 
clock in the fourth quarter to 
wrap up the win. 


“We could have rotated our improved since 
backs to keep him fresh, but last year’s 42-7 


Larry Smith’s 
Missouri team has game 


By Mark Derowitsch 


Smith will get to show off Olivo’s 
considerable skills against the 
Huskers on Oct. 14 at Memorial 
Stadium. 

But if the Tigers want to end 
Nebraska’s 16-game winning streak 
against Missouri, they'll have to be 
more than a one-man team. 

The Tigers opened the season by 

splitting their four non-conference 
games, losing to Bowling Green and 
Texas Tech, and beating 
North Texas and Northeast 
Louisiana. 
When Missouri 
takes on Nebraska, junior 
quarterback Brandon 
Corso must lead the 
Tigers’ passing attack to 
give the Tigers a bal- 
anced offense. 

In the first four 
games, he threw for 
404 yards and two 
touchdowns. His 
backup, Misael Alvarado, 

also gained plenty of 
experience, 
throwing for 132 
yards and a touch- 


down the stretch he’s the guy loss to Nebraska. down. 


we wanted to have with the 
ball,” Smith said. “When a guy gets 
a hot hand and he’s running like he 
is, I'm not going to take the ball out 
of his hands. I don’t want to cool 
him off.” 
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Smith, in his sec- 
ond year at Missouri, has plenty of 
praise for Corso. 

“Brandon is a riverboat gambler,” 
he said. “He has a great touch on a 
fade pattern, he gets the ball down- 


e Mike Babcock, 
Huskers Illustrated: 
4 _\| Unfortunately for 
= Missouri, Nebraska 
will have a week off 
to heal up before 
playing the Tigers. The 
Cornhuskers will be well-rested 
and probably in as good of 
shape as they have tee since 
the beginning of the season, all 
things considered. 
Nebraska 45, 
Missouri 7. 


¢ Jim Rose, SportsDay Mid 
America: All of America is wait- 
ing for this sleeping Tiger to 
wake up. It’s time to quit won- 
dering why this program isn’t 
top 10 and accept the fact that 
St. Louis has the Rams, Kansas 
City has a winner at Arrowhead 
and the rest of the Show Me 
state is perfectly happy with 
Norm Stewart. Mizzou football 
may wake up, but not this year. 
Nebraska 45, 

Missouri 7. 


* Doug Looney, college foot- 
ball freelance writer: | don't 
know what's wrong with 
Missouri. They’re just awful. | 
think Missouri has forgotten to 
play football. They'll remember 
again, but it won't be against 
Nebraska. Nebraska is smart- 
ing from all kinds of of things 
and will win easily. 
Nebraska 40, 


| Missouri 6. 


¢ Russell Hickey, Bey 
of Missouri Maneater: It should 
seem obvious to everyone that 
Nebraska is far superior to 
Missouri. And given the fact that 
Missouri hasn't beaten 
Nebraska since 1978, there’s 
no reason why this year should 
be any different. 

Nebraska 49, 

Missouri 7. 


¢ Chris Greer, Huskers 
Illustrated: The week off should 
have allowed Nebraska to heal 
up. But then again, Missouri 
can’t handle a healthy, or 
unhealthy, Nebraska team this 
year. 

Nebraska 42, Missouri 14. 


field, he’s not afraid to take a hit and 
he’s a great scrambler.” 

In the backfield, the Tigers turn to 
Olivo, who leads the team in rushing 
(averaging 112.2 yards per game) 
and was the team’s leading receiver 
with eight receptions. Olivo, a 6- 
foot-1, 205-pound sophomore from 
Washington, Mo., also leads the 
Tigers in scoring, averaging one 
touchdown per game. 

“Brock’s a complete football play- 
er,” Smith said. “When he’s not car- 
rying it, he’s going to give it 100 per- 
cent whether it’s a fake, a block or 
going out to catch a ball. Whatever.” 

Fullback Ernest Blackwell is the 
Tigers’ second-best runner, averag- 
ing 40 yards per game and 8.1 yards 
per attempt. Olivo’s backup, fresh- 
man Devin West, contributes about 
30 yards per contest. 

When Missouri goes to the air, 


Shepherd is averaging 
18.3 yards per reception, 
while Murchison caught 
seven in his first four games 
for 83 yards. Bill Lingerfelt, a 
6-4, 240-pound junior, starts 
at tight end and also is a 
threat to make a big play. 
Lingerfelt is averaging 19 
yards every time he touches 
the ball. 

Up front, the Tigers have 
a good mixture of youth and 
experience. 

Freshman Cliff Smith 
starts at right guard, sopho- 
mores Travis Biebel and 
Mike Morris start on the left 
side at tackle and guard, 
respectively. 

Seniors Chris Barrows is 
the team’s starting center, 
and Chris Buck, a 6-foot-7, 


wide receivers Lou Shepherd and 
Jay Murchison are the primary tar- 
gets on the outside. 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record (Overall/Conf,) — 2-2 (0.0) 
Sept. 2 NorthTexas W, 287 
Sept.9 Bowling Green L, 17-10 
Sept. 16 @Texas Tech 1, 41-14 
Sept. 23 NE Louisiana W, 31-22 

Oct.7  @ Kansas State 

Oct. 14 @ Nebraska 
Oct. 21 Oklahoma State 
Oct, 28 Oklahoma 

Noy. 4 @ Kansas 

Noy. 11 @ Colorado 
Nov. 18 lowa State 


313-pound senior, starts at right 
tackle. 

Defensively, Missouri struggled 
to open the season, giving up an 
average of 328 yards per game. In 
addition, Texas Tech scored 41 
points in a Red Raider victory early 
in the year. 

Missouri's strength is its sec- 
ondary. The Tigers are picking off 
an average of 2.5 passes per contest, 
with cornerback Clayton Barker and 
strong safety Bo Adams leading the 
way with three interceptions apiece. 

Cornerback Shad Criss and free 
safety DeMontie Cross also start in 
the secondary. 

Strong-side linebacker Darryl 
Chatman leads the Tigers with 42 
tackles and two tackles for loss. 
Weak-side linebacker Joe Love is 
second with 41. 


Missouri needs a strong effort 
from NT Steve Martin and the 
rest of the defense to slow NU’s 
powerful ground game. 


Defensive end Brian Cracraft has 
five sacks while Kay Blake has three. 
Seniors Jon Sanft and Steve Martin 
start up front at the guard positions. 

Smith got his first up-close look 
at Nebraska a year ago when the 
Huskers handed the Tigers a 42-7 
setback in Columbia during 
Missouri's 3-8-1 season. 

But nobody at Missouri has been 
able to do better than Smith in 
recent years. 

The last time Missouri defeated 
Nebraska was 1978, a 35-31 victory 
in Lincoln. The last time the Tigers 
were able to beat the Cornhuskers in 
their own stadium was 1973. 


MISSOURI VS. NEBRASKA TWO-DEEPS 


HUSKER OFFENSE TIGER DEFENSE TIGER OFFENSE HUSKER DEFENSE 
SE 7 Reggie Baul 5-8 170 Sr :? DG 66 JonSanft 6-4 273 Sr WR 6&2 Lou Shepherd 6-0 198 Jr =: OLB9S Jared Tomich 6-2 250 Jr 
5 Brendan Holbein 5-9 190 Jr 3 95 Billy Gregory 6-3 244 Fr 80 Frank Jones 6-0 188 Sr : 58 Luther Hardin 6-2 245 Sr 
LT 75 Chris Dishman 6-3 310 Jt : NT 98 Steve Martin 6-5 278 Sr LT 61 Travis Biebel 6-4 253 So : DT 55 Christian Peter 6-3 300 Sr 
78 Kory Mikos 6-5 285 Jr 97 Donnell Jones 6-4 249 So 64 Chris Meredith 6-5 255 Fr 97 Jeff Ogard 6-6 310 Jr 
LG 67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 305 So ? DT 91 Patlvey 6-4 249 Sr LG 62 Mike Morris 6-3 277 So : DT 95 Jason Peter 6-4 275 So 
68 Steve Volin 6-2 290 Sr : 92 Eric Douglas 6-5 249 Jr 77 Matt Dowil 6-6 267 Sr ? 74 ScottSaltsman 6-2 260 Jr 
C 54 AaronGraham 6-4 285 Sr : DE 59 Brian Cracraft 6-3 230 So C 65 Chris Barrows 6-4 277 Sr :} OLB98 GrantWistrom 6-5 240 So 
53 Matt Vrzal 6-1 300 Jr 46 Brett Libke 6-3 231 So 52 Michael Valadez 6-2 290 Fr : 57 Chad Kelsay 6-3 230 Fr 
RG 69 Steve Ott 6-4 290 Sr ? WLB45 Joe Love 6-2 221 Jr RG 70 Cliff Smith 6-5 269 Fr = SLB56 Jay Foreman 6-1 220 Fr 
64 Jon Zatechka 6-2 280 So : 30 Kevin Ford 6-1 225 So 57 Craig Heimburger 6-3 275 Fr 23 Larry Arnold 6-4 230 Jr 
RT 70 Eric Anderson 6-4 300 So } BLB28 Kay Blake 6-3. 207 Sr RT 71 Chris Buck 6-7 313 Sr : MLB46 Doug Colman 6-3 245 Sr 
77 Adam Treu 6-6 295 Jr : 56 Shawn Sundall 6-2 224 So 69 ToddNeimeyer 6-5 270 Fr 44 Jon Hesse 6-4 225 Jr. 
TE 87 Mark Gilman 6-4 240 Sr : SLB43 DarryiChatman 6-1 234 Jr TE 85 Bill Lingerfelt 6-4 240 Jr ? WLB91 AyanTerwilliger 6-5 225 dr 
90 Tim Carpenter 6-2 240 So : 41 Mark Alnutt 6-1 236 Sr 36 Vic Faust 6-3 234 Sr : 43 Terrell Farley 6-0 200 Jr 
QB 15 TommieFrazier 6-2 210 Sr ? CB 5 ShadCriss 5-10170 So QB 13 BrandonCorso 6-2 195 Jr : LC 20 MichaelBooker 6-2 190 Jr 
18 Brook Berringer 6-4 220 Sr : 21 Randy Potter 5-10 175 Fr 17 MisaelAlvarado 6-1 185 So 12 Mike Fullman 5-7 160 Jr 
FB 22 Jeff Makovicka 5-11 225 Sr ? SS 4 BoAdams 6-0 200 Sr TB 27 Brock Olivo 6-1 205 So ? ROV10 *Mike Minter 5-10 190 Jr 
28 BrianSchuster 5-11 225 Jr 12 Terrence Binion 6-3 178 So 32 Devin West 6-2 205 Fr : 48 DaveAlderman 5-10185 Jr 
1B 21 DamonBenning 5-11 205 Jr FS 9 DeMontieCross 6-4 205 Jr FB 33 Emest Blackwell 6-3 245 So : FS 9 Tony Veland 6-2 205 Sr 
30 Ahman Green 6-0 210 Fr 22 Harold Piersey 6-2 185 Fr 34 Ron Janes 6-3 235 So : 16 Eric Stokes 5-11 180 Jr 
WB 33 ClesterJohnson 5-11 210 Sr HB 3. Derrick Miller 5-11 170 Jr WR 81. Jay Murchison 6-1 178 So : RC 8 Tyrone Williams 6-0 185 Sr 
25 Jon Vedral 5-11 200 Jr 8 Clayton Baker 5-10 175 Sr 87 Eddie Brooks 6-1 195 Fr : 2 Leslie Dennis 5-8 165 So 
PK 35 Kris Brown 5-11 190 Fr P 25 Jason Smith 5-9 163 Fr PK 16 Mark Norris 6-3 188 Jr : P 19 Jesse Kosch 6-0 180 So 
Depth charts were compiled Oct. 1, 1995 #-= duplicate number 7” = injured, but probable for game 
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Huskers Make 


Cougars Eat 
Their Words, 35-21 


ebraska trailed for the first time this season during its 
35-21 victory over Washington State. 

The Cougars carried a 7-0 lead into the second 
quarter. 

That wasn’t all bad, as far as the Cornhuskers were 
concerned. They were ready for a challenge. 

“It didn’t hurt us any. It’s good to come back from 
a deficit,” coach Tom Osborne said. 

The deficit was a result of a defensive break- 
down, which Washington State exploited. Nebraska blitzed, 
and the Cougars’ Frank Madu raced 87 yards for a touchdown 
to temporarily silence a Memorial Stadium crowd of 75,777. 

“You want the blitz? You got the 
blitz, right?” Nebraska defensive 
Ly dla BARCOCK coordinator Charlie McBride said. 
“They went on a short count, and 
we didn’t get our safety around to 
blitz. We just weren't ready.” 

Washington State held the lead for nine minutes. Just 17 sec- 

onds into the second quarter, quarterback Tommie Frazier 
scored on a 4-yard run to get the Cornhuskers 
rolling, though not as efficiently as in previous 
games. 

Frazier scored another touchdown, on a 20- 
yard run, and hooked up with tight end Mark 
Gilman on a 35-yard touchdown pass. 

Freshman I-back Ahman Green, who rushed 
for 176 yards, scored on a 3-yard run. And 
freshman Kris Brown kicked two field goals. 
But “we missed two or three scoring opportu- 
nities,” said Osborne. 

Nebraska’s first series ended with a fumble 
at the Washington State 9-yard line, and 
another series ended with a missed 20-yard 
field goal. 

The Cornhuskers gained 527 yards, including 428 on the 
ground. But “the scoring wasn’t commensurate with the 
yards,” Osborne said. 

Even so, the totals were impressive. Washington State went 
into the game ranked fourth nationally in rushing defense, 
allowing an average of just under 70 yards per game. The 
Cougars had not allowed a rushing touchdown in three games. 

Although those statistics could have spoken for themselves, 
a couple of Washington State 
players had something to say 
before the game, as well. Grant Wistrom (98) and 

Dwayne Sanders, a senior Jared Tomich (93) 
defensive end, was quoted as helped crush the 
predicting a Cougar victory. Cougars’ upset hopes 
More specifically, he reportedly and their quarterback, 
said: “The Nebraska game is Chad Davis. 
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Washington State game photos by Bob Berry 


Look who’s stopped 
by SportsDay 
MidAmerica 


Roy Firestone ¢ Dr. Gene 
Budig ¢ Marvin Miller * Ken 
Stabler * Gale Sayers ¢ 
Tony Dorsett * Ray Scott ¢ 
Barry Switzer * Tom 
Osborne ¢ Roy Williams ¢ 
John Wooden «* Eric 
Piatkowski * Bud Collins « 
Johnny Mitchell * Darin 
Erstad « Mike Rozier » 
Johnny Rodgers « Eddie 
Sutton * Emmitt Smith ¢ 
Todd Christensen * Howard 
Schnellenberger * Jackie 
Sherrill * Rick Reilly * Ernie 
Harwell « Pat Haden « Al 
McGuire ¢ Billy Packer ¢ 
Beano Cook ® Terry 
Bradshaw « Chet Forte » 
Andre Woolridge « Jon 
Miller ¢ Jim Ryun ¢ Brent 
Musburger * Doug Flutie ¢ 
Trev Alberts * Charlie Ward 
e Mel Allen ¢ Steve 
Paliermo ¢ Earle Bruce ¢ 
Billy Tubbs 


America’s biggest 
name dropper. 


With JIM ROSE 


SportsDay MidAmerica 


MidAmenica's Sports Call-in Show 


Monday — Friday 
6 to 8 p.m. CDT 


To find SDMA where you 
live call: 


402-556-8000 
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going to shock a lot of people 
because we’re going to win. You 
heard it here first, from Dwayne 
Sanders.” 

Washington State claimed the 
quote was taken out of context. 

Madu also made a prediction, of 
sorts, telling newspaper reporters: “I 
hope they (the Cornhuskers) don’t 
think they’re going to stomp on us 
like they stomped on Arizona State. 
It’s not that type of party on this 
side. We’re going to pick Nebraska 
apart.” 

Frazier was among. the 
Cornhuskers who took offense at 
such remarks. “When a team talks as 
much as they did, you take it per- 
sonally,” he said. “At least, I did. 

“If they had won, they could have 
made those comments.” 

The comments also weren't lost 
on wingback Clester Johnson, who 
caught four passes for 31 yards and 
carried twice for 20 yards. “I felt 
they didn’t respect us that much. I 
guess they just needed to do some- 
thing to get themselves hyped up,” 
he said. 

Washington State’s offense man- 
aged 350 yards. But that total was 
misleading, Nebraska outside line- 
backer Grant Wistrom said. After 
Madu’s run, “we totally controlled 
them” until late in the game, after 
the Cornhuskers had taken control, 
at 28-7. 

Without Madu’s 87-yarder, the 
Cougars would have finished with a 
net loss in rushing. And they had 
172 yards on the two long drives 
that culminated in fourth-quarter 
touchdowns. 

“The first touchdown, we knew it 
was just a lucky play,” said 
Cornhusker outside linebacker Jared 
Tomich. “We knew if we kept after 
it, we'd take over.” 

Washington State quarterback 
Chad Davis completed 20-of-37 
passes, for 278 yards and touch- 
downs of 33 and 30 yards to Shawn 
Tims, the second with 3:38 remain- 
ing in the game. However, “I felt like 
overall, when we really needed to 
have something happen, it hap- 
pened,” McBride said. 

Washington State recovered an 
on-side kick after its third touch- 
down at its own 34-yard line but 
couldn’t pick up a first down on four 
plays, one of which resulted in a 9- 
yard loss on a sack by Christian 
Peter. 

The sack was Nebraska’s second. 
Earlier, Wistrom got his first sack of 
the season. “It was great,” said the 
sophomore from Webb City, Mo. “I 


was going crazy. I had like 10 tackles 
and no sacks (before the game). I 
think I’m a better player than that.” 

Actually, Wistrom had 11 tackles 
in the first four games. His playing 
time was limited, however, and he 
had been at less than full speed 
because of “minor injuries.” 
Wistrom had a sore knee and a hip 
flexor, problems “good players play 
through,” he said. 

Tomich also had been slowed by 
an ankle problem, according to 
McBride. Several of the first-team 
defensive players have been ailing. 
“We're kind of beat-up right now,” 
he said. 

Middle linebacker Phil Ellis 
missed the game because of a frac- 
ture in his right foot, suffered during 
practice. He'll most likely miss the 
Missouri game, McBride said, but he 
could return against Kansas State. 

Starting rover Mike Minter, the 
team’s leading tackler, also needs to 
rest a knee that hasn’t completely 
healed following surgery that side- 
lined him most of last season, said 
McBride. 

Minter’s practice time has been 
limited. “Mike is pretty well shot,” 
McBride said. “He is really hurt. He 
has played hurt. Mike’s injury has 
never come around. We have to sit 
him down for a couple of weeks.” 

I-back Clinton Childs watched 
from the sideline in street clothes for 
a second consecutive Saturday, after 
suffering a severe knee strain in the 
Arizona State game. 

Damon Benning, who sprained an 
ankle against Pacific, started for the 
second game in a row, sharing time 
with Green, who produced his 176 
rushing yards on only 13 carries. 

“Ahman showed a lot today,” 
Osborne said. “He’s got that step, 
that extra step. He played awfully 
well for a freshman. Three or four 
weeks ago, he couldn’t have done 
this. He’s getting more confidence, 
and he’s growing up with the sys- 
tem.” 

Green was especially impressive 
running in contact, gaining yards 
after being hit. Frank Solich, 
Nebraska's assistant head coach and 
running backs coach, “really stressed 
putting your head down, running 
hard and protecting the ball,” Green 
said. 

Green had more than 100 yards 
rushing after only three carries. His 
first was good for 24 yards. His sec- 
ond went for 36 yards. And his third 
gained 54 yards. “At the beginning 
(of the season), I was thinking too 
much,” he said. “Now I know where 


Pregame comments made by [f". 


WSU weren’t lost on wingback 
Clester Johnson (33) and the 
Huskers. 


I’m going.” 

Frazier, who had 169 yards of 
total offense, said he wasn’t sur- 
prised at Green’s contributions, 
freshman or not. “If you’re capable 
of getting the job done, fine. If 
you're hot, the coaches are going 
to stay with you.” 

Green was hot, despite taking a 
pounding from a_ physical 
Washington State defense. “He 
proved today he’s going to gut it 
out,” Frazier said. 

In the fifth game last season, 
Nebraska was pushed to the limit 
before winning against Wyoming 
42-32. The Cornhuskers benefited 
from that experience, just as they 
should benefit from Washington 
State’s challenge, according to 
Osborne. “We have an open date 
now, and I think we’re probably 
going to go into it with a little better 
attitude about getting better than if 
we had won 48 or 49 to 7, or some- 
thing like that,” he said. 

Clester Johnson agreed. “We 
needed a game like this to get the 
team together,” he said. 


Wistrom was happy to spend 
more time on the field than on the 
sideline watching the reserves play. 

“The No. 1 defense was out of 
there only three series, probably,” he 
said. “By far, that was probably the 
best game I've played this year.” 


“We expected a four-quarter 
game,” said Tomich. “We’ve been 
waiting for one all year. It’s nice to 
be out there the whole game. You 
don’t get that lazy feeling.” 

Not that he ever did. But you 
know how it is. 
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STATISTICS 
WS 
WASH! 


INGTON) 
ee 


TEAM 
NEBRASKA 
WASHINGTON ST. 


First Downs 17 27 
Rushing 2 23 
Passing 13 3 
Penalty 2 1 

Rushing Attempts 24 63 

Yards Gained Rushing 120 456 

Yards Lost Rushing 48 28 

Net yards rushing 72 428 

Net yards passing 278 99 
Passes attempted 37 20 
Passes completed 20 9 
Had intercepted 0 0 

Total plays 61 83 

Total net yards 350 527 
Avg. gain per play Div 6.3 

Fumbles-lost 2-0 5-3 

Penalties-yards 5-42 3-35 

Punts-yards 8-360 4-148 
Avg. per punt 45.0 37.0 

Possession time 24:43 35:17 


RUSHING 
NEBRASKA 


Player Att Yds Avg Long TD 
Green,A. 13 176 13.5 54 1 
Frazier, T. 15 70 4.6 20 2 
Makovicka, Jeff 4 64 16.0 54 0 
Benning,D. 20 63 3.2 13 0 
Shuster,B. 5 42 84 23 0 
Johnson, C. 2 20 10.0 10 0 
Makovicka, Joel 1 1 1.0 1 0 
Sims, J. 1 3 -3.0 0 0 
WASHINGTON STATE 

Player Att Yds Avg Long TD 
Madu, F. 9 90 10.0 87 1 
Sparks,D. 9 1 -0.1 4 0 
Tims, S. 1 9 -9.0 0 0 
Davis,C. 5 -10 -2.0 10 0 
PASSING 

NEBRASKA 

Player Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD 
Frazier, T. 19-9-0 99 1 
Berringer, B. 1-0-0 0 0 
PASSING 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Player Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD 
Davis,C. 37-20-0 278 2 
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DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
Player 
Williams, T. 
Tomich, J. 
Wistrom, G. 
Veland, T. 
Minter, M. 
Colman, D. 
Williams, J. 
Booker, M. 
Terwilliger, R. 
Peter, J. 
McFarlin, O. 
Stokes, E. 
Farley, T. 
Hesse, J. 
Peter, C. 
Fullman, M. 
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WASHINGTON STATE 
Player 
Darling, J. 4 
Hinchen,S. 4 
Hayes, C. 4 
Glover, P. 7 
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INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


acks Int. 


RECEIVING 

NEBRASKA 

Player Rec Yds APC Lng TD 
Johnson,C. 4 31 78 9 0 
Baul, R. 2 19 80 15 0 
Gilman, M. 1 35) So.0Reo 1 
Holbein, B. 1 8 8.0 8 0 
Vedral,J. 1 6 6.0 6 0 
WASHINGTON STATE 

Player Rec Yds APC Lng TD 
Dumas, J. 9 100 11.14 21 (0) 
Tims, S. Be 163) USib<S3 2 
Thomas, B. 2 31 15.5 20 0 
Madu, F. 23) os) 0 
Carpenter,C. 2 16 80 12 0 
Knuff, D. 1 20 20.0 20 (0) 
McWashington, S. 1 Nee ROC 0 
Moore,E. 1 8 8.0 8 0 
PUNT/KICKOFF RETURNS 
NEBRASKA 

Player Att Yds Lng TD 

Green, A. 3 66 34 0O 
Cheatham,K.5 39 22 0 
Fullman, M. 1 8 8 0 


WASHINGTON STATE 
Player 
Meriwether, M. 3 


37 


Att Yds Lng TD 


15:50 


(5 GAMES) 
RUSHING 
Name GsAtt. Yds. YPG _ Tds. 
Green, A. 5 51 525 105.0 7 
Phillips, L. 2 34 359 179.5 7 
|Benning,D. 3 38 298 993 3 
Frazier, T. 5 42 261 52.2 6 
Childs, C. 2 20 226 113.0 2 
Makovicka, Jeff 5 30 214 428 1 
Sims, J. 5 22 213 426 3 
Schuster, B. 5 15 130 26.0 0O 
Makovicka, Joel5 14 94 188 0O 
Berringer,B. 5 13 55 11.0 O 
Turman, M. 5 0 6.8 0 
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1995 SEASON STATS 


Name G Pct. Yds. 

Frazier, T. 5 55-29-2 527 508 5 
Berringer,B. 5  43-22-0 511 210 0 
Turman,M. 5 400 73 1 


Name G : YPC YPG Tds. 
Baul, R. 5 9 206 22.9 41.0 1 
Johnson, C. 5 11 200 18.2 40.0 1 
Gilman,M. 4 9 118 13.1 29.5 1 
Vedral, J. 5 6 91 1526 48:2) 32 
Holbein, B. 4 8 63 7.9 158 0 
Cheatham, K.5 4 31 78 62 0 
Jackson, S. 3 1°18 80 53 0O 
Washington 2 2 13 65 65 0O 
Childs, C. 2 1 10 10 50 0O 
Phillips,L. 2 1 7 70 35 O 
Lake, J. 3 1 7 7.0 23 0 
DEFENSE 

Name G UT AT TT Int. Sacks 
Minter, M. 5 16 10 26 1 0 
Ellis, P. 4 9 11 20 0 2 
Terwilliger,R. 5 14 8 22 0 0 
Farley, T. 5 10 9 Tet SE 
Hesse, J. 5 8 11 19 0 0 
Peter, C. 5 7 1 18 0 1 
Wistrom,G. 5 6 10 +16 0 1 
Booker, M. 5 11 4 15 1 0 
Veland, T. 55 Tf 15 0 0 
Colman, D. 5s 7 15 0 0 
Foreman, J. 5 5 9 14 0 0 
Tomich, J. Gi ug 4 13 0 4 
Penland,A. 5 4 8 12 0 0 
Saltsman,S. 5 5 7 12 0 1 
Wiliams,T. 5 10 2 12 0 0 
Kelsay, C. 5 6 5 11 0 0 
McFarlin,O. 5 6 5 11 0 0 
Stokes, E. 55 6 11 0 0 
Williams, J. 5 5 6 11 0 0 
Peter, J. 5 4 6 10 0 0 
Warfield,E. 5 3 6 9 0 0 
Amold, L. 4 1 6 7 0 0 
Rucker, M. 41 5 6 0 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 


Total Offensive Yards 3,281 1,625 
Net Rushing Yards 2,456 492 
Passing Yards 825 1,133 
Scoring ist 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
105 50 49 275 


NU 72 
e i1__87 _) 


1995 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


Record (Conference) — 5-0 (1-0) 
Aug. 31 @ Oklahoma St. W, 64-21 
Sept.9 @Michigan St. W, 50-10 
Sept. 16 Arizona St. W, 77-28 
Sept. 23 Pacific W, 49-7 
Sept. 30 Washington St. W, 35-21 
Missouri 
Kansas St. 

@ Colorado 
lowa St. 

@ Kansas 
Oklahoma 


Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 25 
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very year, Nebraska pro- 
duces some of the best 
offensive linemen in the 
country. Whenever their 
linemen go to the NFL — 
as many do — the Huskers 
fill in the holes and return 
the next fall with another 
productive line. 

Nebraska has been successful 
because it knows how to shape great 
linemen. The Huskers recruit great 
athletes, then beef them up in the 
best weight-training facility in the 
country. Blocking techniques are 
taught and perfected throughout a 
redshirt season and usually a year as 
an understudy. 

Consistent results make Nebraska 
attractive to many of the country’s 
top offensive linemen. 

The best in-state is Adam Hotz (6- 
foot-3, 270 pounds, 5.2 40-yard dash) 
of Papillion-La Vista. Hotz, who 
moved from Florida after his sopho- 
more year, starts at defensive tackle 
and guard. 

“Adam is an outstanding college 
prospect as he’s strong, very smart 
and a great student,” La Vista coach 
Gene Shur said. “When he first got 
here, he wasn’t a good pass protec- 
tor because he came from a 
Wishbone program in Florida. But 
he’s worked so hard at it that he’s 
now our best in that area, and I think 
one of the best in the country. 


Player Ht. Wt. 
Adam Hotz 6-3 270 
Travis Claridge 6-6 305 
Joshua Webb 6-6 268 
Micah Webb 6-5 265 
Sean Jarne 6-6 265 
Chad Ward 6-5 205 
Tony Ippolito 6-5 275 
Trevor Roberts 6.3 280 
Ryan Hendrickson 6-5 290 
Roger Roesler 6-6 300 


287 


Paul Tannous 


HERB IGEBONS 


Nebraska’‘s track record with offensive linemen attracts some of the 
country’s best. Here are a few with interest in the Huskers: 


Nebraskan In Demand 


One of the best offensive lineman prospects is Papillion-La Vista’s 
Adam Hotz, who is talking to NU and 17 other schools 


By JAMES HALE 


Combine that ability with his 
already great run-blocking skill and 
Adam is something else.” 

Because of his connections with 
two states, it’s tough to predict 
where Hotz will wind up. 

“lam really wide open right now 
and trying to look at all schools,” 
Hotz said. “I need to study each 
school’s football program, see if I can 
play right away or if I will have to 
redshirt. There are so many factors 
to consider that I want to take my 
time and make sure I make the right 
decision.” 

Hotz says he’s talking to 18 
Division I-A colleges, including 
Nebraska. 

Out west, the Huskers have a 
shot at preseason All-American 
Travis Claridge (6-6, 305, 5.0) of 
Fort Vancouver, Wash. Claridge said 
he’s willing to leave the state. 

“I love to get after the weights 
(360 bench), and that’s why I am so 
interested in Nebraska,” said 
Claridge, who spent time this sum- 
mer at the USC and Nebraska sum- 
mer camps. “They have a great atti- 
tude on their offensive line.” 

Nebraska has a visit date in 
December, but USC, Arizona, UCLA 
and Colorado are also in contention. 

In California, the Huskers are 
looking to land two outstanding 
offensive lineman in one household: 
Joshua (6-6, 268, 5.1) and Micah 


40...Schools Under Consideration 


(ea Pera OP et Mee eel NU, 17 others 
or! ereep NU, USC, AZ, UCLA, COL 
4) Vetere | ND, MISS ST., COL, NU 
lin weesey ND, MISS ST., COL, NU 


3 eee NU, COL, ND, TEX 
DS veses iteavtens WA, NU, ASU, UCLA 
Silo Seana NU, COL, WA, FRES ST. 
Sri sag wes ND, COL, NU, USC, AZ 
eres COL, TEX, NU, STAN, OU 
5.1...TEX, OU, KSU, IA, A&M, NU 
pe a ae MICH, FLA, USC, LSU, NU 


Papillion-La Vista’s Adam Hotz 
has the Huskers on his long list. 


Webb (6-5, 265, 5.1) of Turlock. The 
Webbs have attended camps at 
Notre Dame, Mississippi State and 
Colorado. Nebraska is among the 
many offering them scholarships. 

Another intriguing brother com- 
bination is Kaleb (6-3, 285, 5.0) and 
Korey Ramsey (6-3, 280, 5.1) of 
Salem (Oreg.) McKay. USC seems to 
be a slight leader over Washington, 
with Michigan, UCLA, Nebraska 
and Oregon also in the chase. 

Sean Jarne (6-6, 265, 5.2) of 
Anaheim (Calif.) Esperanza is still 
learning the game after just two 
years of varsity football. “Nebraska 
has one of the best football programs 
in the country,” he said. 

It’s currently a four-team race 
between Colorado, Notre Dame, 
Nebraska and Texas.. 

Chad Ward (6-5, 205, 5.3) of 
Kennewick (Wash.) Riverview is 
another preseason All-American 
from the Pacific Northwest who has 
interest in the Huskers. He will 
probably choose Washington, but 
said he wants to look at Nebraska, 

There are hundreds of quality 
offensive line prospects out there. 
Fortunately for Nebraska, the 
Huskers’ long history of success 
with linemen makes Lincoln an 
attractive place to play. & 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 21 


4 Marvelous 


Jarvis 


Missouri tried to stop him, but Jarvis 
Redwine was determined to excel in 
a Nebraska program known for its 
grea pha er ll backs 


Editor's Note — This is the sixth of an 11-part series 
featuring the best Nebraska running backs of the modern era. 
Next week we'll profile Mike Rozier. 


arvis Redwine’s career at Nebraska was brief: just two 
seasons, shortened by injuries. Even so, he rushed for 
2,161 yards, 13th on the Cornhuskers’ all-time list. 
He was chosen by the fans as Nebraska’s most popu- 
lar player in both seasons. And he earned a nickname 
from the late Lyell Bremser, the longtime radio voice of the 
Cornhuskers. Bremser called him “Marvelous Jarvis.” 

The 1981 Nebraska media guide summarized his career: “If not for 
injuries, Redwine could have been the greatest runner in NU history.” 
It was as remarkable as it was brief. 

Redwine, like his immediate predeces- 


sor at I-back, Isaiah Hipp, arrived on his top 
own, transferring from Oregon State after 
two seasons. Running Backs) 


He contacted Nebraska after seeing ta ithe 
Gene Huey, a Cornhusker assistant coach, Modernmerc 
on the sideline during a televised game. Bobby Reynolds..........1950-52 
Huey had recruited Redwine while he was Harry Wilson ...scesss.00.1964-66 
an assistant at New Mexico. £ Ki 1969-71 

Nebraska had the reputation of being a Self Kinmey oscccesrsssores 3 
haven for walkons. Technically, that’s what LM, Hipp sessessesssseesseree 1977-79 
Redwine was. He arrived without a schol- Jarvis Redwine ..........1979-80 
arship, earning one two weeks before his Mike Rozier..........000.1981-83 
first game in 1979. Among the others put Keith Jomes.....s.++e+e0e11984-87 
on scholarship at the time was Jimmy ep Clark sccccsssssssssseso1 987-89 
Williams, a walk-on defensive end from 3 
Washington, D.C. Both would eventually Pirie ie “y pa a 
earn All-America honors. Cree Snes 5 

Redwine’s success was no surprise. He had 4.4 speed in the 40-yard 
dash and “more acceleration than any back we've had,” Nebraska 
coach Tom Osborne said. “He seems able to make the big play out of 
an average situation.” 

Redwine had to sit out the 1978 season because of his transfer. But 
he drew attention for his scout-team play and captured the interest of 
Nebraska fans in the spring game by gaining 94 yards on 16 carries. 
Even so, he went into his first Cornhusker season as the No. 3 I-back, 
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Linei Daily Practice Reports 
Check out what happened in practice with 
our updates. This is the only way to get the 
inside scoop daily, unless you're at the 
practice. 


Line 2 Game Recaps 

If you want more than the score and can’t 
wait for the magazine, call and get early 
results. Find out who scored the big plays 
and what decided the game. On-line within 
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behind Hipp and Craig Johnson, a 
senior from Omaha. 

Redwine earned the starting job 
by rushing for 124 yards on 22 car- 
ries in a 42-17 victory over Penn 
State in the third game of the season. 
He came off the bench to replace 
Hipp, who was bothered by turf toe. 
Redwine went through six tear-away 
jerseys during the game. 

It is appropriate that Nebraska 
plays Missouri this week. Mention of 
Redwine invariably calls to mind the 
Missouri game at Columbia in 1979. 

The Cornhuskers were 7-0 and 
ranked No. 2 nationally. Redwine, 
who had become the starting I-back 
in the fourth game of the season, 
ranked seventh in the nation in rush- 
ing, averaging 127 yards per game. 
The week before, he had rushed for 
206 yards in a 38-10 victory against 
Colorado. 

After scored 


Tim Hager 


Nebraska’s second touchdown with 
11:02 remaining in the first half, 
Redwine suffered a knee sprain. He 


was injured when Missouri's 6-foot- 
3, 225-pound noseguard ran into 
him while he was blocking on the 
extra-point kick. 

Afterward, Nebraska claimed 
Goodman had intentionally attempt- 
ed to injure Redwine, who said: 
“After we scored our first touch- 
down, I heard a couple of Missouri 
players say: “Let’s get him, let’s get 
him.’ 

“I didn’t pay much attention, 
though. Then they started saying the 
same thing after the second touch- 
down. I looked around and the next 
thing I knew, I was on the ground.” 


At the weekly meeting of the 
Extra-Point Club the following 
Monday, Osborne told the audience 
it was “one of the worst things I’ve 
seen in 17 years of coaching.” 

Mike McKenzie, a columnist for 
the Kansas City Times, called for 
Goodman's suspension. 

Missouri coach Warren Powers 
called Osborne to deny the allega- 
tions. “I really believe Warren, him- 
self, had nothing to do with it,” 
Osborne said. 

The consequences of the play, 
whether deliberate or not, were 
unfortunate. 

The effects of the knee strain were 
compounded by an ankle sprain suf- 
fered the next week during a 21-12 
victory at Kansas State, and Redwine 
dropped out of the race for the 
national rushing title. 

Redwine rushed for 100 or more 
yards in five consecutive games 
prior to the ill-fated trip to Missouri. 
In that game and the two that fol- 
lowed, he carried a total of 20 times 


Injuries may have been the only 
thing that held Jarvis Redwine 
back from becoming the 
greatest runner of his time. 


for 88 yards. He finished with 1,042 
yards and eight touchdowns. 

At season’s end, Osborne pointed 
out that the Cornhuskers’ decline 
paralleled that of Redwine. 
Nebraska struggled to win at Kansas 
State, but overwhelmed Iowa State 
34-3 before heading to Norman to 
play eighth-ranked Oklahoma for 
the Big Eight championship and a 


University of Nebraska Sports Information 


trip to the Orange Bowl. With 
Redwine at less than full-speed, the 
No. 3 Huskers lost 17-14, the same 
score by which they would lose to 
Houston in the 1980 Cotton Bowl a 
month later. 

Redwine was the focus of an inci- 
dent involving Missouri again in 
1980 at Memorial Stadium. On the 
final play of the first half, a Missouri 
defender dropped onto Redwine’s 
chest out of bounds following a 39- 
yard run. Redwine was wearing a 
flak jacket, after suffering cracked 
ribs a month earlier, during an 18-14 
loss against Florida State at 
Memorial Stadium. 

Again, Nebraska charged the 
Tigers with trying to injure Redwine. 
A frustrated Powers called Redwine 
a “prima donna.” An equally frus- 
trated Osborne called Powers a 
“fanatic.” 

Redwine entered his senior sea- 
son with much fanfare. He was cho- 
sen to the Playboy magazine All- 
America team. 

And he was regarded as a 
Heisman Trophy candidate. Even 
Osborne, who wasn’t one to make 
such statements, was quoted in the 
1980 media guide: “Of all the players 
we've had since Johnny Rodgers, 
Jarvis has the best shot at the 
Heisman Trophy if he continues to 
work hard and has another great 
year this season.” 

Redwine remained in _ the 
Heisman race until mid-November. 
John Husar of the Chicago Tribune 
wrote a column in which he includ- 
ed Redwine along with South 
Carolina’s George Rogers, UCLA’s 
Freeman McNeil, Purdue’s Mark 
Herrmann, Ohio State junior Art 
Schlichter and Georgia’s Herschel 
Walker, an “intrepid freshman,” as 
the top candidates to win the 
Heisman. 

Redwine showed the effects of the 
cracked ribs and other ailments, 
missing two games and fading from 
the picture. 

He rushed for 75 yards on 11 car- 
ries in a 55-8 victory over Kansas 
State and only 33 yards on nine car- 
ries in a 35-0 rout of Iowa State 
before finishing strong. 

In the final game of the regular 
season against Oklahoma at 
Memorial Stadium, Redwine gained 
152 yards and scored two touch- 
downs. 

The problem was, Nebraska, 
which had climbed to No. 4 in the 
rankings, was upset by the No. 9 
Sooners, 21-17. 


Redwine earned a week’s worth 


of grass drills for taunting Oklahoma 
defensive back Ken Sitton at the end 
of an 89-yard touchdown run mid- 
way through the first quarter. 

When it became clear Sitton 
wouldn’t catch him, Redwine turned 
and pointed at Sitton, a breach of 
decorum that earned swift punish- 
ment under the watchful eye of Mike 
Corgan, the Cornhuskers’ running 
backs coach. 

Despite missing two games, 
Redwine finished the season with 
1,119 rushing yards. After four 
games, he had gained 666 of those 
yards. 

Redwine was demoted after the 
Oklahoma game, and didn’t start 
against Mississippi State in the Sun 


Bowl. 

Later, Redwine would say: “A lot 
of pro scouts were at that game. 
They might have thought: “He has 
an attitude problem.’ “ Even so, he 
was a second-round draft pick of the 
Minnesota Vikings in 1981. 

He played three seasons for the 
Vikings and remains active in the 
greater Los Angeles chapter of the 
National Football League Players 
Association, working with kids. 

Redwine visited Lincoln last 
spring, attending a Nebraska scrim- 
mage, accompanied by sons Jarvis 
Jr., Marcus and Joshua. 

They haven't forgotten Jarvis. He 
was simply marvelous, just as the 
legendary Bremser said. 
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Redshirt rt Rebounder 


Determined to not 


eif Nelson never imag- 
ined he would have to 
sit out a redshirt sea- 
son when he signed a 
letter of intent with 
Nebraska in the fall of 
1993. He didn’t even 
consider redshirting 
until coach Danny Nee suggest- 
ed it. 


Actually, encouraged might be 


more precise than suggested. 
“He asked me to redshirt,” 
Nelson said. 

Nelson planned to play as 
a freshman. It wasn’t until a 
meeting in Nee’s office one 
day “that I saw it coming,” 
he said. “He (Nee) wanted 
to know what I thought 
about redshirting. I told 
him I had never thought of 
it as a serious proposition, 


that I had just about blown it off.” 
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sit the bench again, 


Leif Nelson has 


worked on bringing 


down the boards 


When it became apparent that 
Nee wanted him to redshirt, 
“it really devastated me at 
first,” said Nelson, who had 
earned All-Southern Section 
honors as a senior at 
Arlington High School in 
Riverside, Calif. 

He averaged 24.7 points, 
I 16.2 rebounds and 3.2 
vik blocked shots per game dur- 

e ing his senior 

season, and he 
was ready to move to 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


the next level. Or so he 
thought. “When I reported as 
a freshman, I wasn’t where I 
needed to be as far as being in 
shape,” Nelson said. At the 
time, however, he thought he 


was. 
Nelson joined Chad Ideus 
and Andy Markowski, 


Nebraska’s other freshman recruits, 
in redshirt limbo last season. Having 
teammates in the same situation 
with whom he could commiserate 
helped, he said. So did having a sup- 
portive family, which includes his 
mother, Susan; his stepfather, 
Richard Simouin; and his natural 
father, former Los Angeles Rams 
defensive tackle Bill Nelson. 

“That made it easier, definitely,” 
Nelson said. 

Even though his 
father played profes- 
sional football, Leif 


Nelson grew up a basketball player, 
beginning at age 9. He chose basket- 
ball over football, in part, because “I 
saw what football did to my father, 
physically,” Leif said. “He never dis- 
couraged me. He went both ways 
with it. He wasn’t hurt or upset that 
I chose not to play football. And my 
mom never wanted me to play.” 

Nelson played in his first orga- 
nized league when he was a sixth- 
grader. As a seventh-grader, 
he was cut from a parks and 
recreation team, a “pretty 
traumatic” experience. 

“The coach didn’t like 
me,” Nelson said. Plus, “I 
was really awkward, to be 
honest about it. | hadn't 
grown into my ‘mold.’” 

Even so, youth leagues 
usually are established to 
encourage, not discourage 
participation. 

Nelson rallied from the 
disappointment. A year 
later, he played for a 
National Junior Basketball 
team that won a league champi- 
onship. It wasn’t until then that he 
began to take basketball seriously. 
“That kind of sparked it all,” he said. 

The core of that NJB team 


remained intact and successful 
through junior high and high school, 
with an inside game built around 
Nelson. He stood 6-foot-4 as a fresh- 
man. By his sophomore year, he was 
nearly 6-9, 

Nelson is 6-11 now. He weighed 
290 pounds when the Cornhuskers 
began their preseason strength and 
conditioning workouts. 

He also weighed about 290 when 


“T want to i 

asketball as far 
: as I can take it. 
That’s my goal 

right now. 
— Leif Nelson 


he went home for two months dur- 
ing the summer. “No great improve- 
ment there,” he said. “I want to lose 
15 pounds, but it’s not so much the 
weight as body fat. Right now it’s 15 


percent. I want to get it down to 11 
percent.” 

Nelson’s main responsibility this 
season will be rebounding. The 
Cornhuskers were seventh in the Big 
Eight in rebounding margin last sea- 
son, just ahead of Colorado. 
Nebraska and Colorado were the 
only conference teams to be out- 
rebounded. In Big Eight games, 
Nebraska was outrebounded by an 
average or more than five 
per game. 

Nelson worked on 
rebounding over the sum- 
mer while playing in a pro- 
am league in the Los 
Angeles area. That was his 
focus every time out. He 
pulled down 21 rebounds 
in one game. 

“T want to take basketball 
as far as I can take it,” he 
said. “That's my goal right 
now.” 

The coach who cut him 
from the park and recre- 
ation league team should 
be surprised at how far Nelson has 
come. “I see the guy now and then,” 
Nelson said. “He tries to shake my 
hand.” 

Nelson smiled at the thought. 
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All Husker Fans! 


Take a lively journey through the history of Nebraska Football with 
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From the first game in 1890 to the 1995 Orange Bowl and national 
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victories and the heartbreaking defeats that have transformed the 
Huskers into one olf college football's powerhouse programs. 


Order your copy of Huskers Handbook today! 


Yes! Please rush me copies of 


HUSKERS HANDBOOK: STORIES, STATS AND STUFF ABOUT NEBRASKA FOOTBALL. 


Name = __ copies@S9.95e0.= 
< Shipping ond Handling = _ $2.75 

pUcess 5.9% Sales Tox = 

, — — 3 (KS Residents Only) 

el State EAT | TOTAL _—_= 

Daytime Phone 2 

Method of Payment: Check/Money Order VISA MasterCard AMEX Discover 

Da. — = = Exp. 

Sipnature = a 


RETURN FORM TO: Midwest Sports Publications, Attn. Books Dept. 
PO. Box 820, Wichita, KS 67201-0820 
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To commemorate the 
Huskers' national 
championships 


Help us build the... 
BIG RED Teenie 


This boulevard will extend from the 
locker room to the football field and it 
will be used by the Husker team entering 
Memorial Stadium on game day. We 
invite you to engrave your name in a 
brick to commemorate Nebraska's three 
national championships. 


Call the Athletic Development Office at 
402-472-2367 tor more information. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
haa Athletic Scholarship 


Donor Program 


DONOR CLUBS 


Director's Club - $5,000 and up 

Husker Award Gold - $2,000-$4,000 

Husker Award Silver - $1,000-$1,999 

Husker Award Bronze - $500-$999 

Big Red Cattle Club - $500-$999 

Touchdown Club - $250-$499 

Husker Beef Club - $250-$499 The level of annual athletic giving 
Performance:Club 18295 determines a contributor's priority 


Scarlet Club - $100-$249 seat location at football and men's 
basketball games. 


If you would like to join a donor club, please contact Jack Pierce, Jon Bostick, Marc Munford or 
Paul Meyers in the Athletic Development Office at 402-472-2367. 


Frazier Doing 


Whatever It 
Takes To Win 


Heisman long shot maybe, but proven 
winner definitely 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


wayne Sanders can attest 
to Tommie Frazier’s com- 
petitiveness. The 
Washington State defen- 
sive end was knocked 
down by a Frazier block. 
On Nebraska’s first 
series in its 35-21 victory 
against the Cougars, 


Frazier helped spring wingback 
Clester Johnson for a 10-yard gain. 
Frazier knocked the 6-foot-6, 257- 
pound Sanders out of the play, with 
a textbook block that drew some 


Tommie Frazier (15) was 
involved in three of the Huskers’ 
four touchdowns. 


ooohs and aaahs when the replay 
was shown on Memorial Stadium’s 
HuskerVision screens. 

“J just saw a little bit out of the 
corner of my eye,” said Johnson, 
who has to know something about 
blocking, particularly downfield. 
Otherwise he wouldn’t see much 
playing time as a Cornhusker receiv- 
er. 

“Coach (Tom) Osborne wants the 
quarterbacks to get knockdowns. 
And he doesn’t like them to run out 
of bounds, or slide (to avoid tackles). 
He wants them to run like running 
backs,” Johnson said. 

Frazier, the Cornhuskers’ No. 1 
quarterback, is only too eager to 
oblige. “I wanted to prove I can go 
out and put my body on the line to 


help the team win,” he said. 

That attitude characterizes 
Frazier, whose value to Nebraska 
merits Heisman Trophy considera- 
tion, even though his numbers might 
not. 

Heisman voters typically place a 
premium on passing statistics where 
quarterbacks are concerned. And 
Frazier doesn’t measure up on that 
count. His numbers are substantial, 
not cosmetic. He must be evaluated 
on results to be appreciated. 


Frazier’s performance against 
b Ber 


Se 7" 


Washington State was typical. He 
rushed for 70 yards, passed for 99 
yards and was involved in three of 
the Huskers’ four touchdowns, run- 
ning for two and passing for anoth- 
er. 

Frazier and tight end Mark 
Gilman combined on a 35-yard 
touchdown pass. The pass was play- 
action. Gilman “could take it across 
the middle or go deep,” Frazier said. 
Gilman chose the latter, and Frazier 
found him. 

After five games, Frazier has 769 
yards of total offense. More impor- 
tantly, however, he has been 
involved in 11 touchdowns, six by 
running and five by passing. 

Frazier’s running ability has 
never been questioned. His reputa- 
tion as a runner is such that, after 
Lawrence Phillips was suspended, 
ESPN speculated Frazier might be 


Pau ah. 
17 MoOntH * DISGREALENDAR 


Celebrate Nebraska’s National 
Championships every day of the year 
with this special NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION 1996 
CORNHUSKERS FOOTBALL 
LEGACY CALENDAR 


Each calendar contains 17 large 
(11x14) color or black & white 
Frameable Huskers Prints, each 
containing a captivating story from the 
National Championship Teams of 
1970, 1971 or 1994. 


This special NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION 1996 
HUSKERS LEGACY CALENDAR is 
the second in an annual Collector’s 
Series making it the PERFECT GIFT 
for the Huskers fan. 

To obtain this Special Edition 1996 
Cornhuskers Legacy Calendar call 
1-800-606-8114. To locate your closest 
Nebraska retailer selling the 1996 
Legacy calendar or to order by phone 
outside the Nebraska marketing area, 
call toll free 1-800-606-8114. Or send 
$12.95 + $4.00 S&H to: 


WINNING INTERSPORTS NOSTALGIA 
P.O. BOX 2683 
KEARNEY, NE 68848. <i. 


NE residents add $.84 and VA residents 1) 
add $.76 sales tax per calendar “Roman 
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At SportsDay MidAmerica, 
Game Day comes 6 times 
a week..... 


Reviews ¢ Highlights * Previews ¢ Predictions * Features 
¢ Special Guests ¢ Trivia * MidAmerica’s Best Fans! 


With JIM ROSE 


SportsDay MidAmerica 


MidAmerica's Sports Call-in Show 


Monday — Friday 6 to 8 p.m. CDT 
To find SDMA where you live: 


CALL 402-556-8000 


..and on Sunday, we rest. 


Husker Pride Nation wil 
Nebraska Hear welg At Sweat Shires’ 


Order by Phone or Mail! 
A. Ashed Screened -XL....$32.99 
B. Red Hooded by “Starter”....L-XL....$39.99 
C. Red Embroidered. -XL....$37.99 —XXL..$39.99 
D. Ash Embroidered L-XL....$39.99 
E. Ash & White Embroidered... rs XL....$37.99 — XXL..$39.99 
F. Black Shoulder to Shoulder 
Full Applique. 
G. Mini Football 
RRA E I cece ss pcarcnscsacscdevassacoesseconseeee $1.99 
1-800-867-8373 3924 N. 90th Street 
MC/Visa/Checks or Money Orders Omaha, NE 638134 


Add $8.00 S&H * NE Residents add 6% Sales Tax . 
In Stock for Immediate Delivery! in Omaha Call (402) 572-8373 


199.99 — XXL..$63.99 
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moved to I-back to shore up the 
position. And his passing has been 
there when it was needed. In the 
1994 Orange Bowl loss against 
Florida State, for example, he threw 
for 206 yards and one touchdown, 
completing 13- of-24 attempts. 

He is 29-of-55 for 508 yards and 
five touchdowns this season, with 
only two interceptions. He complet- 
ed 9-of-19 for 99 yards against 
Washington State. “It wasn’t the 
best. It wasn’t the worst,” Frazier 
said. 

“But it was effective enough to 
keep them off-balance.” 

Sanders was certainly off-balance 
following Frazier’s block. After 
handing off, “I was supposed to look 
inside” for a defender to block, 
Frazier said. There was no one. 

Sanders, however, was in a posi- 
tion to stop Johnson, until Frazier 
intervened. “I haven't seen it yet (on 
film), but it felt good,” the 6-foot-2, 
210-pound Frazier said. 

Frazier’s right elbow didn’t feel 
so good after the Washington State 
game. He left the field early in the 
fourth quarter, holding his arm, cre- 
ating brief concern on the 
Cornhusker sideline. 

Barely three minutes later, he 
returned to throw the touchdown 
pass to Gilman. The elbow has been 
bothering him for the better part of 
a week, Frazier said. Nebraska’s 
week off will give it an opportunity 
to heal. 

Frazier’s record as_ the 
Cornhuskers’ starting quarterback 
improved to 26-3 with the victory 
against Washington State. That’s the 
most significant statistic when evalu- 
ating Frazier. He makes those 
around him better. 

The first start of his career came 
against Missouri four seasons ago. 
The Tigers are next up for Nebraska. 
Frazier’s time has passed quickly. 

Frazier deserves serious consider- 
ation for the Heisman Trophy as the 
Cornhuskers make a run at a second 
consecutive national championship 
in his final collegiate season. 

Until his indefinite suspension, 
Phillips was Nebraska’s No. 1 
Heisman candidate. He was off to a 
start that might have earned the 
award as the nation’s best collegiate 
player even though there was con- 
cern that he and Frazier might 
detract from each other and split the 
vote. 

That won’t be a problem now. 
Frazier might be a statistical long 
shot, but he’s a winner. And there 
can be no better endorsement. 


When 

Rosemary Mitchell 
first gave birth, 
she was covered 
by an innovation. 


An innovation called health insurance. 
Pioneered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans. 


Local Plans that, today, have grown to cover 
more than 65 million Americans nationwide. 
And by continually reinventing health care 
coverage, these Plans offer options as diverse 
as the families they serve. From traditional 
coverage to America’s most extensive managed 
care networks. Options that keep costs down and 
quality high. Including instant access to more 
than 80 percent of all U.S. hospitals. Plus, a 
unique technology evaluation program that 
assesses the latest advancements in medical 
care. Options designed to ensure the needs of 
people like Rosemary and her family. 


Blue Cross and Blue Shield. Accepted coast to 
coast as America’s unrivaled symbols of health 
care coverage. Covering one generation after 
another. 


Like Rosemary always says, “The most 
important things in life are your family and your 
health.” Rosemary’s the one in the middle. 


- BlueCross BlueShield 
VA) of Nebraska 


An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 


NCAA RECORD...208 CONSECUTIVE SELLOUTS! 
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“SEA OF RED” 


University of Nebraska, Memorial Stadium 18's” x 23!/:” Limited Edition of 4000 Signed and Numbered by Jon Onion 


MemoriAt Stapium Has Been SOLD Out EvERY GAME SINCE 1962! 


The last time all the tickets weren't sold was Bob Devaney’s first season as head coach. The red clad Nebraska Faithful were the inspiration for renowned 
sports artist Jon Onion’s original oil painting. Celebrate the TRADITION of Nebraska Football as it enters its 73rd season in Memorial Stadium. 
Reproduced in vivid color on archival quality paper, each print is signed and numbered by the artist to optomize future value. 


The supply is limited, so order today! Call 1-800-753-3355 to reserve your print. 
ee ° ° Or send check or money order to: 
NU’s Big 8 Championships ibgalee Wllibeling Services NU’S LONGEST HOME STREAKS 


1963 1964 1965 1966 1969 6445 Metcalf Avenue, Suite 102 pcos ieeraorrel Mien A ccna 


1970 1971 1972 1975 1978 Overland Park, Kansas 66202 bap oe A) Cabell N/A 


1981 1982 1983 1984 1988 qepest). Uavmenes one 
1991 1992 1993 1994 Unframed: $60.00 plus $5.00 S&H pee bts oe: 


Framed & Matted: $145.00 plus $10.00 S&H bad rtd Lent cate 


OTHER SCHOOLS AVAILABLE FROM ABSOLUTE MARKETING INCLUDE... . 
ARKANSAS © ARMY ® ARIZONA ® ARIZONA STATE © BOSTON COLLEGE @ CINCINNATTI ® COLORADO ® CONNECTICUT ®@ DUKE ®@ ILLINOIS 
INDIANA © IOWA ® IOWA STATE ® KANSAS (2) © KANSAS STATE ® LOUISVILLE ® MASSACHUSETTS ® MISSOURI ® MICHIGAN @ MICHIGAN STATE 
NAVY © NOTRE DAME ®@ OHIO STATE ®@ TENNESSEE ® TEXAS ® UCLA ® VIRGINIA ® WISCONSIN ‘ 


